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Access privileges: Original manuscript materials, photographs, and other special 
collections available to registered researchers by appointment; microfilm and published 
material open to the public. 

Hours: Monday - Thursday 10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.Friday - Saturday 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 
p.m. 

Repository information: The Louisiana Division of New Orleans Public Library collects 
all types of printed, manuscript, graphic, and oral resources relating to the study of 
Louisiana, the Gulf South, and its citizens. The Division also houses the City Archives, 
the official repository for the municipal records of New Orleans (1769-present) and for 
the civil (1803-1926) and criminal (1830-1931) records of Orleans Parish courts. In 
addition, the Division has the most extensive genealogy collection in New Orleans, and 
houses two unique card indexes to New Orleans newspapers: the Obituary Index and the 
News Index, the only name/subject indexing to local papers available prior to 1972. 

Collection highlights: The City Archives and Orleans Parish Courts collections are rich 
resources for the study of women of all races or stations in life. Of particular interest to 
the study of women in general are city ordinances, licenses, and civil and criminal court 
records. The Manuscripts Collection includes various smaller collections donated by 
individuals or women's professional organizations, such as the ERA Club, the Local 
Council of Women in New Orleans, and the New Orleans Business and Professional 
Women's Club. 

Finding aids: Detailed finding aids are available in the Division and, in some cases, 
online at the Library's web site. 

Publications: A comprehensive guide to the Collection has been published as chapter 21 
in Light T. Cummins, A Guide to the History of Louisiana, published by Greenwood 
Press in 1982. Genealogical Materials in the Louisiana and City Archives of the New 
Orleans Public Library (1998) and Researching the History of your House (or other 
Building) in New Orleans, 2nd ed. (1986) also include guides to specific subject areas. 

Facilities: photocopying, microfilming and scanning; power socket for laptops. 

 

 



 

1. Anderson, Ann Hughes 

1869-1876 

167 pieces 

Manuscripts, letters, and copies of telegrams sent to William L. Poole, notary public of 
New Orleans. They describe Ann Hughes Anderson's financial difficulties following her 
departure from New Orleans to Philadelphia. Anderson urges Poole to send her money 
and provides details of her expenses, along with references to her relationship with her 
husband. 

 

2. Benedict, Jane West Horner 

1871-1884 

2 vols. 

Manuscript diary beginning with the birth of Benedict's first child. A personal account of 
the Benedict family including their vacations, celebrations, etc. 

 

3. Berkele, Kate Wherrit 

ca. 1910-1920 

2 items 

Manuscript recipe book and miscellaneous printed matter. 

 

4. Bertram, Elna 

ca. 1910s-1920s 

2 photo albums 

This collection contains two albums of photographs of Elna Bertram and her family and 
friends from Vinegar Bend, Alabama. Also included are photos taken during family 
vacations in such places as Houston and Galveston, Texas, Davenport, Iowa, and the 
West. There are several taken in New Orleans. Newspaper clippings dealing with Vinegar 
Bend, Ms. Bertram's brother, and other friends of the family can also be found in the 
second album, and appear to date from the 1950s-1960s. 

 



5. Clarkson, Jacquelyn B. 

1990-1994 (bulk 1992-1994) 

18 cubic ft. 

Jacquelyn Brechtel Clarkson was elected to the Council District C seat in 1990 and 
served until 1994. Prior to her election, she was active in the business community as a 
realtor. The records are 7 boxes of correspondence/subject files and reports reflecting 
broad topics that the Council considered during Clarkson's tenure, with emphasis on 
Council District C issues and the NOPSI buyout debate. 

 

 

6. Culotta, Joseph, Jr. 

1964-1990 

1 cubic feet and 1,386 audiotapes 

Joseph Culotta, Jr., taught chemistry part-time at Tulane College of Arts and Sciences 
and at Newcomb College until 1971. He also worked full- time as a Southern regional 
supervisor for the Louisiana Department of Veterans Affairs, representing veterans and 
their families before the Veterans Administration. In 1962 he took over as host of the 
"American Legion Hour" on New Orleans' WTIX radio station, and in May of 1965, he 
became moderator of "Let's Talk It Over," one of the city's first audience participation 
discussion programs. The collection consists of audiotapes and related guides, primarily 
of the radio call-in/interview program "Let's Talk It Over" (1965-1990). Also included 
are several tapes of "The American Legion Hour" (1962-1965) radio program and 
scattered tapes of "Mid-Month in New Orleans" (1969-1981), a taped program heard on 
the middle Sunday of each month. The programs covered a wide range of topics 
including the women's movement and many other areas of interest for women's studies. 

 

7. Davis, Mollie Moore 

1897-1927 

80 items 

Mary Evelyn "Mollie" (Moore) Davis was a novelist and poet whose works include 
Jaconetta: Her Loves (1901), The Little Chevalier (1903), The Price of Silence (1907), 
and Selected Poems (1927), which was published as a memorial volume. Included in the 
collection are personal correspondence, letters relating to the publication of Selected 
Poems, a copy of Grace King's introduction to the volume, and galley proofs, typescripts 
of Davis's poems, and other papers. 

 



8. Davis, Susan (Henry Hampton) 

1856 

1 item 

Manuscript list of slaves that were transferred to Henry Hampton Davis by his mother, 
Susan Davis, in payment of a debt. Memorandum includes probable ages of slaves given. 

 

9. Denègre, Edith Bayne 

1912 

1 item 

Letter noting the change of location of the annual meeting of St. Vincent's Sewing Circle 
due to threat of contracting disease at the home. 

 

10. Dugan, Lida Blanche McIlvaine 

1925-1932 

6 items 

These materials relate to the school career of Mrs. Dugan's son at the New Orleans 
College of Oratory and Elocution. Included are two bound volumes of dated and 
typewritten lessons, teacher's notes, letters and other materials which relate to her 
friendship with Lily C. Whitaker, co-founder and president of the college. 
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11. Duvic, Madeleine 

1963-1971 

Ms. 178 

These papers document Ms. Duvic's participation in the United States Daughters of 1812. 
Included are membership lists for the late 1960s, financial records from as early as the 
1940s, several publications, and various programs/invitations to events sponsored by the 
organization. Also included are several letters to Ms. Duvic from various local groups, a 
Christmas card from author Harnett T. Kane, programs and invitations from other area 
historical organizations (including her badge and ribbon from the 1965 Sesquicentennial 



of the Battle of New Orleans), and a credit card/receipts from D. H. Holmes department 
store. 

 

12. Equal Rights Association Club 

1914-1919 

2 items 

Records of the Equal Rights Association Club, which was founded by Jean and Kate 
Gordon in 1896 and reorganized in 1914 after internal dissension led to its dissolution. 
Women's suffrage was the group's main goal, but it was also involved in a variety of civic 
and reform endeavors. The records date from the reorganization and include minutes of 
board meetings, business meetings, and open meetings. 

 

13. Friends of the Cabildo Oral History Tapes 

1972 - present 

over 567 tapes 

The Friends of the Cabildo, the support group for the Louisiana State Museum, has been 
conducting oral history interviews since 1972. FOC Board member Dorothy Schlesinger 
has been a major force behind the oral history program since its inception. In 1992 the 
FOC and the New Orleans Public Library agreed to a transfer of the duplicate user tapes 
from the Museum's Louisiana Historical Center to the Library's Louisiana Division. 567 
tapes were transferred and numerous additions to the collection have been made since 
1992. In 1997 Schlesinger and Dorothy Mahan, then Director of the Oral History 
Program, edited a new directory of the collection. Copies are available in the Louisiana 
Division. The collection documents the social, economic, cultural and political history of 
New Orleans and the lives of some of its older citizens and is rich in colorful detail. 
Among the many women interviewed are Lindy Boggs and Carolyn Kolb. 

 

 

 

14. Good, Helen Canstadt 

1902-1921 

1 vol. 

Diary that includes Good's impressions of the plays, operas and motion pictures that she 
saw in New Orleans theaters. In most cases, she identifies some cast members and makes 



other critical comments. 

 

15. Goring Family 

1837-1845 

5 items 

Albums, letters, sketches, and manuscript poems belonging to Ellen Goring Hurley (ca. 
1827-1848) and Margaret Goring Warren (b. ca. 1824). Also included are eleven paper 
doilies. 

 

16. Gould, Martha D. 

1916 

1 item 

This collection consists of a Factories Inspection report done by Martha Gould, the 
factory inspector, in 1916. 

 

17. Hammond, William James 

1882-1888 

2 items 

Letters to Hammond, a steamboat agent, from his mother, Mary Ann Hammond, dealing 
with her move to New Orleans from Quebec, his travels to New York and England, and 
other matters. 

 

18. Healy, Louise Harvey 

1918-1956 

2 items 

Scrapbook of clippings illustrating Healy's husband's career as New Orleans Police 
Superintendent. Also includes photographs of family and friends, two loose photographs, 
and a voter registration certificate of Mr. Healy's. 

 

19. Holmes, Kate Agnes 



1952-1974 

1 item 

Scrapbook that contains signed, typewritten copies of poems and letters written by 
Holmes and published in New >Orleans in the Times-Picayune. Also included are 
clippings of articles by Holmes that appeared in the "Dixie" section of this newspaper. 

 

20. Howell, Minnie 

1883-1886 

1 item 

Young woman's personal autograph book with inscriptions that reflect the typical 
sentiments of the period. 

 

 

21. Jambalaya Program Records 

1975-1980 

The Jambalaya Program was a series of lectures, discussion, exhibits and other activities 
examining the culture of New Orleans. From 1977 through 1980, 194 events featuring 
284 speakers, panelists, and performers within a framework of twenty-seven individual 
series were presented. Female participants and/or correspondents include Joan Martin, 
Lillian Hellman, and Shirley Ann Grau. Topics explored in the Jambalaya series included 
the New Orleans Mardi Gras, urban setting, economy, literary scene, film-making, radio 
and television, music, children's books, politics, the melting pot, New Deal art, 
journalism, the Mississippi River, cuisine, environment, medicine, education, and future. 
The City Archives houses the correspondence, minutes, financial records, sound 
recordings, posters, and other records of the program. 

 

22. Kane, Harnett T. 

1948 

4 items 

Along with the partial manuscript and galley sheets of Bride of Fortune are photocopies 
of letters by Varina Howell Davis, wife of Jefferson Davis. 

 

23. Lapuyade, Victorine Robelet 



1940 

1 vol. 

Manuscript autobiography recounting the author's early years in France, her voyage to 
New York and subsequent journey by train to Jackson, Mississippi in 1891, and her 
married life in New Orleans. Included are descriptions of the Insane Asylum in Jackson 
(where her father was employed) and of the dairy business in the Carrollton section of 
New Orleans. 

 

24. League of Women Voters of Louisiana 

1943 

16 items 

Records of the organization including minutes of state board meetings, correspondence, 
membership lists, and miscellaneous papers. 

 

25. Lemann, Marjorie 

1933 

1 item 

Notebook containing class notes for art and art appreciation courses at Newcomb 
College. Includes examples of works being discussed and class assignments, as well as 
some personal notes. 

 

26. Lettrell, M[aggie] 

Ca.1877-1928 

1 vol 

Miscellaneous clippings from newspapers and magazines. Also included are manuscript 
poems by or to Maggie Lettrell, photographs, greeting cards, and flower pressings. 
Scrapbook is a checkbook (Canal Bank) with blank checks and manuscript stubs of Jules 
A. Blanc in 1869. 

 

27. Libby, Francis Edith 

1896 



1 vol. 

Diary of a voyage from New Orleans to Liverpool aboard the ship Darien, commencing 
April 28, 1896. Included are descriptions of sites visited in England, Scotland, Ireland, 
Belgium, Holland, and Germany. 

 

28. Linfield, Mrs. W. L. 

1938-1940 

2 vols. 

Two scrapbooks gifted by Mrs. W. L. Linfield. Volume 1 deals with historical events, 
places, and persons, including material on political corruption. Volume 2 includes 
newspaper clippings dealing mostly with the disclosure and prospectus of political 
corruption in the aftermath of Huey Long. Some articles deal with historic buildings and 
localities. 

 

29. Local Council of Women in New Orleans 

1898-1903 

100 items 

The Local Council was formed in 1898, was comprised of representatives of all New 
Orleans women's groups, and created a forum of concerned and active women citizens 
who could further organize their interests to better their community and their conditions. 
This is an important archive, which evinces the wide involvement of local women's 
organizations in the community. Records included are lists of members, officers, and 
member organizations; the charter and bylaws; minutes of the Local Council and the 
committee on sanitation; correspondence; and clippings. Sophie B. Wright was president 
of the Local Council. 

 

30. Ludeling, Maria Copeley 

1876 

1 item 

Letter to Mrs. Aubry H. Smith transmitting a collection of reports on charitable 
institutions in Louisiana apparently for inclusion in a national survey. 
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31. Mervis, Helen Ackerman 

1953-1989 (bulk 1965-1978) 

5 cubic ft. 

Helen Ackerman Mervis was actively involved in a number of civic organizations, 
including the Council of Jewish Women and Save Our Schools. The papers reflect her 
involvement with other civic bodies and are a rich resource for the study of race relations. 
Organizations represented include the Community Relations, the National Urban League 
and its New Orleans affiliate, the Southern Regional Council, the New Orleans Chapter 
of the Brandeis University National Women's Committee and the American Jewish 
Congress. Also included are records that deal with Mervis' employment by the New 
Orleans Consortium (a cooperative program between Loyola and Xavier Universities and 
Dominican College to exchange students, library facilities, and cultural events); by Wake 
Up, Louisiana (a federal grant-funded program designed "to mobilize citizen interest" in 
Louisiana's social, economic, governmental, and educational problems and potential); 
and by Mayor Ernest N. Morial's Office of Community Development (for which Mervis 
served as Public Information Officer). The papers include correspondence and memos, 
press releases, speeches, minutes of meetings, annual reports, and various publications 
such as newsletters and reports. A number of photographs and audio tapes are also 
included. 

 

32. New Orleans Business and Professional Women's Club 

1957-1974 

2 volumes; 2 scrapbooks; 1 carton; MS-124 

This collection includes scrapbooks and files, including correspondence, minutes, reports, 
photographs, clippings, and other materials, mostly relating to activities of the Club 

during the presidency of Lucile Callaghan, 1960-1961. Also included are materials 
relating to activities of the National Federation of Business and Professional Women's 



Clubs, and 12 volumes of bound minutes, ca. 1943-1974. A rich resource for the study of 
women in business in the mid-twentieth century. 

 

33. New Orleans City Archives 

1768- present 

5,975 cu. ft. (unbound) and 3,150 ft. (bound) 

Official archives of the city of New Orleans. Includes extensive records of municipal 
agencies as well as some Orleans Parish offices. Records relate to all segments of the 
local population and range from traditional genealogical sources (such as death, 
cemetery, and marriage registers) to voter registration, police records, real and personal 
property tax, and public health records. Extensive correspondence files of the New 
Orleans Mayors and the official proceedings of the City Council document relationships 
between local officials and their constituents. Women are represented throughout the 
archives in all stations of life as they were affected by, or as they themselves affected the 
laws, regulations, or day to day business of the city or state. This is a rich resource for the 
study of women in all guises from the eighteenth century to the present day. 

 

34. Orleans Parish Civil Courts Collection 

1804-present 

ca. 2500 cu. ft. (unbound) and 490 ft. (bound) 

Archives serve as the official depository for the pre-1928 records of the Orleans Parish 
Civil District Court and its predecessor agencies. Documents the early history of civil 
litigation involving individuals and corporations in the parish. Of special interest are 
succession records, often including extensive inventories of the estates, and 
separation/divorce records, documenting family relations and life during the 19th and 
early 20th centuries. Again, women are featured throughout the archives with an 
emphasis on property, money and individual civil rights. 

 

35. Orleans Parish Criminal Courts Collection 

1830-present 

675 cubic ft. and ca. 500 vols. 

Official depository for the pre-1932 records of the Orleans Parish Criminal District Court 
and its predecessor agencies. Archives document the history of criminal jurisprudence in 
the city and provide information on criminals, crime, and the victims of crime. This is a 
rich resource for the study of women in the parish. 



 

36. Payne, Julia F. 

1876 

1 item 

A resident of Brandon, Mississippi, and president of the local Wesleyan Aid Society, 
Payne wrote this letter to Mrs. M. C. Ludeling of New Orleans, describing the work of 
the Society and giving a list of its officers. 

 

37. Perkins, Ethel Willia 

ca. 1908-1952 

Ms. 93 

High school chemistry teacher in New Orleans. Papers include typewritten letters, 1942-
1946, to Miss Perkins from various official agencies involved in her attempt to 
communicate with relatives captured by the Japanese during World War II. Also included 
is a typescript memoir of a 1908 trip to Guatemala, compiled from diaries and letters 
written at the time; a typescript collection of "boners," apparently accumulated during her 
years of teaching; and a scrapbook of Chinese Christmas and greeting cards, some from a 
mission school in Tsingtao and others probably from relatives living in Shanghai. Perkins 
visited China in 1937. 

 

38. Poole, William 

1865-1871 

1 item 

Account book that includes records of Poole's accounts with Elizabeth Hall, Mrs. A. H. 
Anderson, and Mrs. Sewell, including amounts received and spent on their behalves 
during Poole's tenure as notary public of New Orleans. 

 

39. Rembert, Virginia Elizabeth 

1961-1987 

4.5 ft. 

Correspondence, research notes, family group sheets, pedigree charts, copies of original 
documents, photographs, clippings, and other research materials relating to the Mayberry, 
Stewart, Ingersoll, Touterel, Grandchamps, and other families. 



 

40. Reynolds, Cynthia 

1852-1856 

3 items 

Letters, photographs, program, and ticket relating to her musical career in New Orleans. 
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41. Sisters of Charity 

1841-1891 

2 items 

Correspondence dealing with the establishment of the order in Donaldsonville, Louisiana. 
Records also include a typescript "History of the Foundation of St. Vincent's Home, 
Donaldsonville, Louisiana" which Sister Mary Gonzago began in 1844 and completed in 
1891. 

 

42. Soulé College 

1882-1925 

8 items 

Collection of pamphlets including those published for commencement, founder's 
addresses, advertisements for the college, and miscellanies dealing with Soulé and his 
school's curriculum. 

 

43. Stanton-Stevens-Wilmot Family 

1878-1959 

1 vol., 4 folders 

Correspondence, diary, scrapbook, and miscellaneous papers of three New Orleans 
families prominent in business and social circles. Correspondents include Anna 



Roosevelt Dall and Dorothy Dix. 

 

44. Sullivan, Violet Mary 

1914 

1 vol. 

Scrapbook of letters, notes, and postcards of congratulations on her appointment as 
principal of Paulding School in New Orleans. 

 

45. Tallant, Robert 

1930-1957 

1,000 items 

Notes on research material, typescripts of oral interviews, and book manuscripts of 
Tallant, an author. Includes typescripts of interviews with contemporaries of Marie 
Laveau, the voodoo queen of New Orleans; and interviews dealing with Mrs. Lorenzo 
Blanc, Mother Mary, Madame Brent, Mother Catherine, Mother Kate Frances, Mother 
Anderson, and other women involved in voodoo, clairvoyance, and spiritualism. 

 

46. Taylor, Dorothy Mae 

1977-1994 (bulk 1989-1993) 

1 box 

Dorothy Mae Taylor was elected councilmember-at-large in 1986 (the first woman 
elected to this position) and served until 1994. Prior to her terms on the Council, she 
served in the Louisiana House of Representatives (1971-1980); she also served as 
Administrator of the Central City Neighborhood Health Center and as Secretary of the 
State Department of Urban and Community Affairs. The collection includes 
documentation on her achievements, awards, and accomplishments. Also includes 
documentation of her visits to the White House and meetings with Arkansas Governor 
Bill Clinton, as well as her involvement with the Anti-Discrimination ordinance. 

 

47. Wherrit, Mary Jane Miller 

1849-1919 

50 pieces 



Recipe books (ca. 1856-1862) along with miscellaneous notes, bills, and printed matter 
(ca. 1849-1855) left by gentlemen calling on Wherrit prior to her marriage. Among the 
cards are invitations to social events in the Lancaster, Kentucky, area. 

 

48. Wilson, Peggy 

1986-1998 

[ ] boxes and 12 vol. 

Most of the records in this collection are from the councilmember-at-large's term (1994-
1998), but some files do date from her years as District A's representative on the Council. 
Also included is information concerning agencies of city government, other public 
bodies, businesses, and organizations as well as topical subject areas. According to 
Wilson's staff, she kept extensive files on businessmen/women, politicians, and other 
individuals. The Republican Party Files reflect Councilmember Wilson's political 
activities as well as her role in securing, promoting, and managing the 1988 Republican 
National Convention in New Orleans. The Miscellaneous Republican Party Materials in 
Box 23 include Wilson's badges, etc. from the 1988 Convention, various publications 
related to that event, her commemorative license plates from the George Bush 
inauguration, and materials on the Bush/Quayle campaign. Some additional Republican 
Party-related records are filed in the General Subject Files. In addition, the records also 
include Wilson's annual Appointment Books for each year through 1997. 

 

49. Women's Anti-Lottery League 

1891-1892 

70 items 

Created in 1881 in New Orleans as an adjunct to the all-male Anti-Lottery League of 
Louisiana, the Women's League sought revocation of the Louisiana Lottery Company's 
charter. Minutes of the Women's League and its executive committee, correspondence, 
membership lists, political broadsides and pamphlets, and clippings. 

 

 

 



Newcomb Archives and Vorhoff Library 

Newcomb College Institute 

 

New Orleans, LA 70118 

Telephone number: (504) 865-5762 ?Fax: (504) 862-8948?Email: susannah@tulane.edu  

Website: http://tulane.edu/newcomb/archives.cfm 

Contact person: Susan Tucker 

Access privileges: Use of the collection is open to the public. Only people holding a 
current Tulane identification card or membership in the Friends of Newcomb College 
Center for Research on Women may check out books. 

Hours: Monday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Please call or write in advance, when 
possible. 

Repository Information: The mission of the Center is to encourage and promote 
interdisciplinary research and curriculum development relating to women. The role of the 
Vorhoff Library and Newcomb Archives in accomplishing this mission is to collect, 
preserve, and make available research materials in women's studies, particularly those 
that relate to Southern women, to women's education, to the history of women at 
Newcomb College and Tulane University, and to culinary history. The Vorhoff Library 
maintains an extensive vertical file section on women's issues, a large collection of 
unpublished conference proceeding papers, a collection of biographical information on 
New Orleans women, and some 3000 books devoted exclusively to women's studies. 

The Newcomb Archives maintains the records of Newcomb College, the records of 
women's organizations, and manuscript collections of alumnae and other Southern 
women. 

Collection highlights: Includes the Newcomb College archives, sources for research on 
the Louisiana Women's Movement, and an important scrapbook collection. 

Finding aids: Available in the repository and, in some cases, on the repository's web site. 

Publications: The archives maintain a growing number of online exhibits. Topics covered 
include Louisiana Women's Movement, the `Newcomb Arcade', Newcomb pottery, 
Newcomb Relief Unit, and Valentines. A forthcoming exhibit will focus on rituals 
involving women. 

Facilities: Photocopying and scanning; some power sockets for laptops. 

 

 



 

1. Arceneaux, Muriel  

1974-1992  

5 cubic ft. 

This collection contains materials gathered by Muriel Arceneaux during her 
professional, volunteer, and service-related career. A long time advocate of 
women's rights, she served as a member of the Terrebonne Chapter of the National 
Business and Professional Women's Club (1973-1985), chairwoman of the 
Legislative Committee (1975-1978), State Legislative Chair of the Business and 
Professional Women's Club (1978-1981), a member of the Terrebonne YWCA 
(1979-1987), an elected member of the Democratic State Central Committee 
(1987-1991), and a member of the Terrebonne Parish Chapter of the American 
Cancer Society. Arceneaux was also involved in planning activities for the 
International Women's Year Louisiana Conference and was a dedicated supporter 
of the ERA. The bulk of this collection consists of personal correspondence, notes, 
newspaper clippings, meeting agendas, and organizational documents from her 
personal involvement in these organizations. Also included are publications from 
national and state organizations, such as The National Federation of Business and 
Professional Women's Clubs and "Louisiana: Priorities for the Future." This 
collection would be of particular interest to those researching the feminist 
movement in Louisiana, especially in the Terrebonne Parish area. 

 

2. Beijing Collection 

1995 

3 boxes 

This collection contains material relating to the Fourth Non-Governmental 
Organizations Women's Forum held in Beijing, China, 1995. There are pamphlets 
and leaflets from different organizations from around the world, information on 
the conference, descriptions of women's conditions in different countries, and 
suggestions on how to take political action. 

 

3. Blake, Jody 

1900-1915 

1 cubic ft. 



This collection contains the research done by Jody Blake on Newcomb pottery, as 
well as other art pottery exhibited at the World's Fairs from 1900-1915. Blake 
began her work in a seminar at Newcomb College and continued it as an 
independent studies project. The collection explores Newcomb pottery, material 
on art pottery in general (other art pottery, art societies), background on 20th 
Century World's Fairs/international exhibits, and materials on the individual 
fairs/expositions from Paris 1900 to San Francisco 1915. 

 

4. Blum, Lucile 

1949-1995 

.5 cubic ft. 

This collection consists of photocopies of clippings, certificates, posters, and other 
printed matter collected by Blum about her work for the performing arts. The 
collection is notable for its documentation on work in promoting the arts in 
Louisiana schools. In conjunction with the Louisiana Council for Music and 
Performing Arts, Blum established the Louisiana Slide Lending Library. Another 
of her projects centered around "Art Outreach," which helped handicapped 
children and adults communicate through painting, drawing, music, drama, dance, 
and photography. 

 

5. Boggs, Corinne (Lindy) Claiborne 

1974-1990 

1 cubic ft. 

 

This collection consists of correspondence, invitations, event programs, and 
miscellaneous literature covering many of Lindy Boggs' countless 
accomplishments during her career in politics. The collection is a supplement to 
biographical files on her located in the Nadine Vorhoff Library and her 
Congressional papers at Special Collections, Howard-Tilton Library. 

 

6. Boyer, Harriet Papers 

1910-1918 

1 cubic ft. 



 

The collection consists entirely of letters received by Boyer, a home economist. 
With the exception of a few personal letters, the papers contain mostly business 
letters from various government agencies or consultants in Domestic Science, such 
as Claudia Quigley Murphy. Boyer was active in soliciting food product samples 
and new equipment for preliminary testing in her classroom. Her collection 
provides insight into the general attitude towards domestic science in the state of 
Louisiana as well as the practical applications of these classes. 

 

7. Card, Emily 

1966-1997 

37 cubic ft. 

 

This collection contains material on a broad range of subjects with which Card 
worked. The bulk of the material consists of working files for books on money 
management, magazine articles, television shows, and academic and government 
research, which involved Emily Card. The material might be of particular interest 
to those researching the United States' policies on women's financial credit, the 
women's movement in the period 1970-1995, and Ghana through the eyes of an 
American student in the 1960s. 

 

8. Chang, Ruth 

1996 

.5 cubic ft. 

 

Ruth Chang graduated with honors from Newcomb College in 1996 as a women's 
studies major. This collection contains research notes concerning violence against 
women. 

 

9. Cohen, Joseph 

1957-1988 



9 cubic ft. 

 

This collection contains records from Joseph Cohen's files from 1957 to 1988, 
primarily material from the various committees on which he served, among them 
the Newcomb Curriculum Committee, the Newcomb Dean Search Committee 
(1986-87), and the Advanced Standing Committee. This collection also includes 
his files on the Southern Honors Symposium (1970) and the National Collegiate 
Honors Council (1969-75) as well as on the Woodwork Wilson Fellowship 
Competition. The collection also includes three sessions of an interview with 
Cohen in 1991 on three videocassettes about his life. 

 

10. Corinne, Tee A. 

1950-1994 

.5 cubic ft. 

 

The bulk of this collection is published monographs both written and edited by 
Tee Corinne on the subject of lesbianism, erotic stories and poetry. 

 

11. Crickenberger, Pat Lawler 

1943-1990 

2 Hollinger Boxes 

 

This material, which mainly consists of manuscripts, is about the writing career 
and work of Crickenberger, a writer of young adult novels, and was assembled by 
her daughter Leslie Palmer and Joan Bennett, covers the period of 1943-1990. 

 

12. Davis, Coralie 

1930-2004  

11 cubic feet  

 



Includes extensive travel journals, scrapbooks, albums, photographs, sewing and 
art materials kept by a New Orleans woman. 

 

13. Denton, Pat 

1976-1986 

6 cubic ft. 

 

The scope of the collection is women's issues during the period 1972-1986. Pat 
Denton's collection consists of her notes, correspondence, and newspaper 
clippings of the following issues and organizations: the ERA movement, the 
National Women's Political Caucus, the Louisiana Women's Political Caucus, the 
National Organization for Women, and many feminist newspapers. The projects 
supervised by Denton are also documented: the ERA "New Day and Jazz Funeral 
Celebration" and New Orleans Women in Cable's video production of Feminist! 
Are you One?, most of which have been transcribed by Pat Denton. 

 

14. Durbin, Maurice 

1980-1990 

1 cubic ft. 

 

This collection consists of personal letters, newspaper clippings, cartoons and 
editorials, magazine articles, and specifically formatted and simplified pieces of 
legislature that directly related to the politics and/or issues of the time. The issues 
presented and preserved in the collection range from the Equal Rights Amendment 
to abortion to childcare and child support to domestic abuse to rape and to 
women's equality within the 1980s and early 1990s. All of the issues were of key 
importance to Durbin and the Louisiana Women's Network, for which Durbin 
worked as the first paid lobbyist in the State Legislature. 

 

15. Elder, Katherine Lucinda Wilson 

1917-1919 

3.1 cubic ft. 



 

The collection of Katharine Lucinda Wilson Elder includes two boxes of lace, 
some of which was handmade by Elder, designs for embroidery and clothing, 
patterns, sketches, a rug, a doll, and a piece of china hand painted by Elder while a 
Newcomb student. Elder's scrapbook details her life as a Newcomb student in 
domestic science, with snapshots of friends frolicking on the beach and on campus 
and at a May Day celebration. It also contains invitations, letters, comments on 
dormitory rules, as well as lists of costs and amount of time that she and other 
students spent on projects. 

 

16. Ellis, Cynthia 

1988-1992 

2 cubic ft. 

 

The Cynthia Ellis Collection spans the years 1988-1992 and concerns her research 
on Belizean women. The collection includes photocopied articles, theses, 
bibliographies, and files of the Belize Rural Women's Association (BRWA). The 
collection includes several photographs of Belizean women and their handicrafts, 
as well as working chapters of her thesis on handicrafts as an income-generating 
activity. Also included are materials from Ellis's time as a fellow at Newcomb 
College Center for Research on Women and materials from her Oral History 
Projects. 

 

17. Faget, Mignon 

1980-1990 

1 cubic ft. 

 

This collection consists primarily of records pertaining to the sale of Mignon 
Faget's Newcomb-inspired jewelry from 1980-1990. 

 

18. Friends For Newcomb 

1987-2001 



2 cubic ft. 

 

This collection consists of correspondence between members, statements of 
purpose, reports, letters to and from Tulane, the report of consultants on the 
coordinate college status of Newcomb and Tulane, published articles and other 
miscellaneous information. 

 

19. Gayle, Sarah Ann Haynesworth 

1804-1835 

.5 cubic ft. 

 

This collection consists of the complete copy of Sarah Gayle's journal of 
plantation life, biographical information including newspaper clippings, 
correspondence, and poems. 

 

20. Gehman, Mary Elizabeth 

1970-1991 

14 cubic ft. 

 

 

Although Mary Elizabeth Gehman's original intent was to collect information 
published about women during the UN Decade for Women, she expanded her 
project to include material from both earlier and later periods. The collection spans 
the years 1970-1991 and addresses both national and international issues. 
Noteworthy components of the collection include a complete collection of Distaff, 
the first and only women's newspaper published in New Orleans; government 
documents, including publications from the national Advisory Council on 
Women's Educational Programs and the Citizen's Advisory council on the Status 
of Women; a large collection of Times Picayune and Village Voice articles; 
almost complete collections of the Atalanta, Communiqu'elles, and Generations 
journals; and a wealth of material from organizations in which Gehman was 
actively involved, such as the National Organization for Women, the National 
Abortion Rights Action League, and Planned Parenthood. 



 

21. Goertz, Arthemise 

1902-1995 

26 cubic ft. 

 

This collection spans the life of Arthemise Goertz. The bulk of the material 
describes her experiences as a civilian internee in Japan from 1941-1943, but 
much of the material also concerns her work as a writer of novels and travel 
literature. 

 

 

21. Griffin, Emilie 

1899-1980 

16 cubic ft. 

 

This collection contains correspondence, memoirs, scripts, published and 

unpublished writing, scrapbooks, and photos of Emilie Griffin, Eula Breidenbach, 

Helen Dietrich, and Lucy Russell. Griffin, a writer, and her mother, business 

woman Helen Dietrich, as well as other members of the family, maintained many 

long-term friendships with writers, activists, and others in New Orleans, and 

these friendships are documented through letters. Especially notable are the 

lengthy letters between women of different generations about their working, 

religious, and family lives. 

 

22. Grue, Lee 

1970-2001 

6 cubic ft. 



 

This collection highlights correspondence among writers, artists, and musicians 

such as Pinkie Gordon Lane, Maxine Kumin, Gordon Lish, William Stafford and 

hundreds of others, many of who are from Louisiana. The collection also contains 
letters, 

notes, drawings and manuscripts of Grue, a poet and the founder of the Backward 

Poetry, editor of The New Laurel Review, and early director of the New Orleans 

Poetry Forum. 

 

23. Hanson, Barbara 

1975-1981 

.25 cubic ft. 

 

This collection contains materials relating to Barbara Hanson's case against the 
IRS, begun in 1975, which challenged the validity of the Louisiana Community 
Property Laws. The materials are mostly copies of legal documents and cases, as 
well as newspaper clippings, correspondence, magazine articles, and photocopied 
pictures. 

 

24. Hart, Rosa 

1918-1982 

1 cubic ft. 

 

Rosa Hart was the director for Lake Charles Little Theatre in the late 1930s and 
the post-war 1940s. She became prominent through this work and in a wide 
variety of civic causes; the Rosa Hart Theatre in the Lake Charles Civic Center 
was named for her. She was also the first female cheerleader in the United States. 
Included in the collection are articles, books, interviews, photographs and 
publications that highlight these activities. 

 



25. Irvine, Mary Ellen Hunter 

1895-1988 

12 cubic ft. 

 

The Mary Ellen Hunter Irvine Collection spans many years, from items belonging 
to Mary Irvine and her husband's families in the 1890s, to material of Mary 
Irvine's from the 1980s. Included are correspondence (1908-1988), mementos, 
scrapbooks, papers, and photographs, as well as typed and handwritten 
manuscripts, galleys, and other material accumulated during the publication of 
several of Irvine's book, and part of Irvine's cookbook and recipe collection. Also 
included in the collection are several pieces of Newcomb pottery, photographs, 
and photograph albums once owned by Sadie Irvine, Mary Irvine's sister-in-law 
and a Newcomb Art School faculty member. Mary Irvine's life at Newcomb 
College and New Orleans in the 1920s and 1930s is detailed in correspondence, 
mementos, papers, and a college scrapbook dating from the period. Also included 
is information on the practice of local schools who barred married women from 
teaching. 

 

26. Jackson, Jill 

1929-1986 

.5 cubic ft. 

 

Nationally syndicated columnist and first female sportscaster in the U.S., Jill 
Jackson documented her life in this collection of photographs; a scrapbook (1929-
1933); copies of articles written by and about her work; programs which document 
her acting and film career; and an oral history tape discussing her childhood in 
New Orleans, her years at Newcomb, and her career. 

 

27. Kahn, Felicia 

1962-1979 

3.25 cubic ft. 

 



This collection contains information regarding Felicia Kahn's political activities 
and campaigns in New Orleans and Louisiana dating from the 1940s to the 1980s. 
The bulk dates from the 1960-1989. Also included is material relating to her 
extensive feminist activities in the New Orleans area. 

 

28. Kohlmeyer, Eleanor 

1923-1924 

2 cubic ft. 

 

Kohlmeyer was active in the Newcomb College Mandolin and Guitar Club, the 
Newcomb Orchestra, and the indoor baseball team, in addition to her book 
binding. This collection includes photographs of the above mentioned clubs during 
1923-1924. Also included are scrapbooks of student work, particularly work done 
for art classes and books bound at Newcomb. 

 

29. Kolb, Carolyn "Pani" Goldsby 

1955-1960 

2 cubic ft. 

 

This collection includes memorabilia, photographs, and other items from a 
girlhood in South Louisiana and on the Mississippi Gulf Coast, especially time 
spent as a Camp Fire Girl. 

 

30. Kurtz, Edna 

1919-1993 

1 cubic foot 

 

This collection contains memorabilia from Edna Kurtz's years at Newcomb -- her 
class schedule, certificates, and event programs as well as personal 
correspondence, etchings and her graduation tassel. 



 

31. Land, Mary 

1940-1978 

14 cubic ft. 

 

This collection contains manuscripts, letters, and scrapbooks from Mary Land's 
work as a nature and food writer, as well as information on food and the culinary 
history of Louisiana and Mexico. Also included are files on child rearing, menus 
from selected restaurants, correspondence with Walter McIlhenny about Tabasco, 
and prints by Morris Henry Hobbs. A related collection contains the books Land 
used in the writing of Louisiana Cookery and New Orleans Cuisine. 

 

32. Lansing, Elizabeth Isabel 

1950-1990 

.5 cubic ft. 

 

This collection consists of correspondence from Lansing to personal friends and 
acquaintances. These letters discuss pro-choice issues, personal news, and 
women's rights. Also included are notes from her Newcomb class reunion in 1984 
for their 50th anniversary and from her trips to the USSR and Greece. 

 

33. Martin, Lillian Galt 

1916-1988 

0.25 cubic ft. 

 

This collection contains information about Martin's family history and women's 
issues. Included are family letters and clippings. 

 

34. Merritt, Francine 



1976-1992 

5 cubic ft. 

 

This collection contains material relating to the Equal Rights Amendment, 
including material specifically from Louisiana such as newspaper clippings, 
pamphlets from political organizations such as NOW, and papers from agencies 
such as the Citizens' Advisory Council on the Status of Women. One box contains 
materials organized by different areas of law that would be affected by the ERA, 
and another contains information, organized by year, on attempts to ratify the 
amendment. 

 

35. Michot-Ceballos, Jacqueline 

1965-1979 

5.25 cubic ft. 

This material was collected by Michot-Ceballos during her involvement in the 
women's movement in New York City between 1967-1979. Included are books, 
educational materials, clippings, articles, early issues of Aphra, newsletters of 
NOW and other organizations, preview copies of Our Bodies, Ourselves, and 
several recordings of important events. Also included are Michot's personal files, 
which contain many fliers, pamphlets, reports, as well as correspondence, 
information on several topics and individuals, and business material. 

 

36. Milam, Mindy 

1976-1979 

2 cubic ft. 

 

This collection contains materials relating to Mindy Milam's presidency of the 
Jefferson Parish Chapter of the National Organization for Women (1976 -1979), 
including personal correspondence, newspaper clippings, and organizational 
documents. Also included are publications from both the national and the 
Louisiana chapters of NOW, with particular attention given to the Head and 
Master Law and sex segregation in public schools. 

 



37. Newcomb Alumnae 

1886-2002 

17 cubic ft. 

 

This collection contains records of the Newcomb alumnae office, as well as 
scrapbooks, unpublished autobiographies, personal papers, and letters of 
Newcomb students, alumnae, faculty, and staff. Dance cards, greeting cards made 
by the Art Department, student drawings of college insignia, jewelry designs, and 
pottery motifs are also included. 

 

38. Newcomb College Student Records (restricted) 

1888-1960 

110 cubic ft. 

 

These records contain academic, financial, and demographic data concerning 
Newcomb students from 1888-1960. They also include letters written back to the 
college, wedding and birth announcements, and other papers which document the 
continuing interest as well as social and professional histories of the alumnae. 

 

39. Newcomb Oral History Collection 

1978-2002 

200 tapes, 120 transcripts 

 

This collection includes tapes from an ongoing project to document the lives of 
Newcomb alumnae, staff, and faculty; tapes focusing on the significant 
contributions made by local women to their fields of endeavor; and tapes 
concerning domestic work in Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Florida. 

 

40. Newcomb Relief Unit 

1918-1922 



.5 cubic ft. 

 

These records span the years between 1918 and 1922, with the bulk of the material 
dating from July 1918 to July 1919. Included are correspondence, minutes, 
clippings, applications, and financial reports produced during the formation and 
operation of the Newcomb Relief Unit, as well as during the creation of the Relief 
Unit scholarship fund. The Newcomb Relief Unit was one of the several teams 
from women's colleges prepared by national organizations to go to Europe after 
World War I. 

 

41. New Orleans Women's Caucus for Art 

1980-2001 

5 cubic ft. 

 

This collection contains the ongoing records, slides, and other materials of the 
local chapter of Women's Caucus for Art. 

 

42. Pabst, Glendy Culligan 

1930-1940 

2 cubic ft. 

 

GPabst began her career with The Washington Post in 1949 as the copy editor and 
assistant editor of the Women's Pages, later becoming a very influential book 
editor for the newspaper. This collection includes information on that career, as 
well as clippings of all the columns she wrote as a student correspondent to two 
local New Orleans newspapers. 

 

43. Pittman, Rita Curry 

1890-1925 

1 cubic ft. 



 

This collection includes materials relating to Newcomb artists, such as clippings 
and copies of biographical information. These articles also concern many aspects 
of Newcomb history, including Mrs. Newcomb's death and student activities. 

 

44. Place, Mildred Shaw 

1931-1974 

1 cubic foot 

 

This collection includes scrapbooks, programs, pamphlets, brochures, 
photographs, and magazine clippings concerning Place's years as a student at 
Newcomb and her interest in dance. 

 

45. Planned Parenthood 

1985-1992 

6 cubic ft. 

 

The bulk of this material dates from 1990-1992 and includes pamphlets, fact 
sheets, newsletters, program guides, newspaper clippings, statistic sheets, and 
legal information pertaining to the local Planned Parenthood organization. 

 

46. Richard, Lena 

1838-1950 

.5 cubic ft. 

 

Lena Richard's work as a caterer, restaurant owner, entrepreneur, and cookbook 

author is detailed in this collection of photographs, guest books, clippings, 

and other memorabilia. A New Orleans resident for most of her life, Richard 



also worked in upstate New York and in the first restaurant at Colonial 

Williamsburg. In both places, she gained considerable fame as a cook, and her 

papers document an extraordinary path of life from New Roads, Louisiana to work 

as one of the first televised cooking show hosts. 

 

47. Robinson, Martha Gilmore 

1909-1980 

.5 cubic ft. 

 

Martha Gilmore Robinson worked for many different political and social causes. 
Her accomplishments include founding and organizing Le Petit Theatre du Vieux 
Carre, presiding over the Louisiana Landmarks Society, being a member of the 
Place Pontalba commission, acting as administrative consultant to the New 
Orleans Cultural Commission for Gallier Hall, and being the vice chair of the 
Battle of New Orleans Sesquicentennial Celebration Commission. This collection 
includes assorted clippings, 24 photographs, and a sketch. 

 

48. Salzer, Adele 

1920-1988 

2 cubic ft. 

 

The collection consists of a wide variety of records dealing with Adele Salzer's 
association with Newcomb College. Examples of these records include various 
publications, class agent materials, information on the oral history project, and 
materials pertaining to various Newcomb and Tulane academic departments. 

 

49. Schneider, Wendi 

1988 

1 cubic ft. 



 

This collection contains printed book jackets designed by Schneider. 

 

50. Tierney, Karline 

1972-1983 

3 cubic ft. 

 

This collection contains materials relating to Karline Tierney's ERA activities and 
involvement. The bulk of this collection consists of personal correspondence, 
newspaper clippings, and organizational documents from the women's 
organizations in which Tierney was an active member. Also included are several 
membership lists of her various organizations and the publications of national, 
state, and local chapters of these women's organizations. The collection would be 
of particular interest to those researching the ERA in Louisiana and the various 
organizations and coalitions involved in the ratification effort. 

 

51. Tobias, Sheila 

1978-1999 

3 cubic ft. 

 

Manuscripts and papers that Sheila Tobias saved and donated compose the bulk of 
this collection. The material may be helpful to researchers interested in the 
education of women, the education of women in math and sciences, pedagogical 
debates, the writing and teaching styles of Sheila Tobias, the writing process, or 
the feminist personal library. Also, books within this collection contain 
inscriptions by notable women scholars and Tobias's hand-written notes. 

 

52. Torre, Janice Perky 

1914-1970s 

.5 cubic ft. 

 



This collection consists mostly of lyrics written by Janice Torre and her first 
husband Fred Spielman. 

 

53. Women in the Mainstream 

ca. 1970-1986 (bulk 1982) 

30 cubic ft. 

 

This collection contains the records of the organization formed to establish an 
exhibit on the achievements of women at the Louisiana World Exposition held in 
New Orleans in 1984. The collection includes more than 250 individual 
biographical files on women important in world history and over 500 biographical 
files on women from across the U.S. The collection also includes two detailed 
journals concerning thoughts and feelings about the organization. 

1. Arceneaux to 10. Corinne | 11. Crickenberger to 20. Goertz | 21. Griffin to 30. 
Kurtz | 31. Land to 40. Newcomb 

41. New Orleans to 53. Women 

 


