The Barque Stefano, which was captained by Vlaho Miloslavich, was wrecked in 1875 near Point Cloates in
Australia. Ivan Jurich and Miho Baccich survive.

pearling ship.

A votive painting is
commissioned by
Baccich’s family to
celebrate the two
survivors. It is placed
in the Church of Our
Lady of Mercy in
Dubrovnik, Croatia.

Miho writes a letter !
of his survival on 4
May 16, 1876 from 4
Australia to his i
parents. !
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— J From 1880s to
Ong_mal is in l 1910s, Miho
Maritime d sends to and
Museum of \ receives letters
Dubrovnik in l from Captain
handwritten ! Tuckey of the
form. !
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1990, Gustave Rathe writes an account
of his grandfather, Miho “Michael”
Baccich and the shipwreck. It’s called
The Wreck of the Barque Stefano.
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Painting travels
to Australia in
early 2000 for a
celebration and
then returns to
the church.

An Italian account of the shipwreck is i
written in 1877 by Canon Stjepan =
Skurla and entitled “T Naufraghi del i) .
Bark Austro-Ungarico Stefano alla Stefano’s
Costa Nord-Ovest dell’ Australia.” ship bell
Two copies are made. One stays with was
Miho, the other is ultimately placed in f;rc;lg“‘!
the Maritime Museum in Croatia. in 1870.
l
Bell was
i 4 found in
Early 2000s, the i) 1_997 and
aborigine tribes i given to the
discuss using the i Westem
manuscript as proof of ! ‘\uSthﬁH
continual habitation on |+ Maritime
the land since 1870sin |V Museum in
order to keep various ! Frem ﬁnﬂt‘,
state rights. i Australia.
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November 1998, ! 1880 Miho
Gustave Rathe ! relocates from
and son Paul ! Dubrovnik to
travel to Fre- ! New Orleans
mantle to visit ! and takes the
relics retrieved 1 manuscript with
from the boat ! him
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The

Rathe’s book printed in

Australia and Scotland. translated

in 1925.

into English

manuscript is

Letters, e-mails,
and artifacts are
exchanged
between
aboriginal
descendants and
descendants of
Tuckey and

2000: Josko Petkovic, an
academic film maker seeks
interviews with
descendants of Stefano
sailors. He tracks down all
primary descendants of the
Stefano story. He also
makes a photocopy of the
manuscript held in the
Rijeka Maritime Museum.

Miho Baccich,
1990s and early

20
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The online
Croatian
Chronicle prints
“Croats in
Louisiana and
Mississippi: A
Century Long
Story.” Written by

John Peter Kralijc, name is chosen to remind
it tells the story of them of his survival and is
Miho within the passed along in each

frame of Croatian
settlements in US.

generation.

Miho’s 7 children all are
given copies of the
manuscript. One of his
daughters, born October 27,
1890, the 15th anniversary of
the shipwreck, is named
Euxenia, Greek for “high
regard of the stranger.” This

L

Petkovic uses the Rathe interview to
make a one-hour, three-screen-
video-triptych entitled “The
Resurrection of the Barque Stefano:
Part 1 — Shipwrecked after Sunset,”
which is completed in 2001.

Manuscript is
_, | now available
1n parts on
the internet.
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Blue= private memory
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