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Section I……….1. Abbot to 10. Bacon  
 

1. Abbot, Elizabeth Lee 
1873-1976 and n.d. 
12 items  

Correspondence, minutes, proceedings, biographical and other historical notes about 
missions among Chinese-Americans. 

 

2. Acox, Etheline Jones 
1890-1984 and n.d. 
1 ft. 
Officer of Friends of Amistad. Items about the reunion of 1931 at McDonogh Public 
High School No. 35 and other items. 

 

3. Adams, Inez 
1914-1968 and n.d. 
5.2 ft. 
Materials concerning her work as an anthropologist and scholar of African, Caribbean, 
and U.S. human relations. 

 

4. Adams, Lewis and Sullie, Family 
1987 and n.d. 
12 items 
Family members include Martha Adams, wife of Charles P. Adams, founder of 
Grambling State University, and Joseph S. Himes, sociologist. Includes family chart and 
photographs. 

 

5. Allan, Harold Egbert 
1923-ca. 1974 and n.d. 
0.4 ft. 



Jamaican business, professional, and civic leader. Includes information about trade 
unions, elections, the Jamaican Federation of Women. Also includes information about 
his wife. 

 

6. American Home Missionary Society 
1816-1936 
1,000,000 items 
 
Founded as an interdenominational organization, the Society carried on missionary 
activities of the Congregationalists and Presbyterians under the Plan of Union. Archives 
chiefly consist of correspondence, including letters and reports from missionaries in the 
field and letters from Society supporters. The material reflects conditions on the frontiers 
and includes information on slavery; the Civil War and northern churches; and economic, 
social and political problems. Also includes biographical material. The Society primarily 
carried on its work west of the Appalachian Mountains, but correspondence includes 
items throughout the U.S. A published guide to the collection exists. 

 

7. American Missionary Association 
1821-1891, and 1869- 
84.4 ft., and 137 ft. and 175 boxes 
 
The American Missionary Association originated in response to the Amistad Incident 
(1839), and underwent major changes as a result of the merger of white and black 
abolitionist groups (1846). The organization supported frontier antislavery efforts, 
established hundreds of schools and churches among Freedmen and other members of 
ethnic minority groups, and was originally multi-denominational. The original collection 
deposit, which covers the association's activities through 1882, consists overwhelmingly 
of correspondence and is elaborately indexed. An addendum, which primarily postdates 
the 1920s, is included in the collection. 

 

8. Amistad Schooner Case 
1830 - mid 20th century 
6 rolls of microfilm 
 
The collected documents relating to the Amistad Schooner Case of 1839 provide an 
insight into the progress of the nineteenth century anti-slavery movement. Included are 
news items and other writings from the time of the trial, and subsequent writings of 
historians concerning the case. It was filmed in various archives and libraries during the 
1960s and 1970s by William Peters. 

 

9. Amos, Geraldine Odester 
1925, 1958 
2 items 



 
This collection is about Baptist and educational meetings 
involving the Dillard University (New Orleans) Library. 

 

10. Bacon Family 
1824-1879 
0.4 ft. 
 
Photocopies. Includes correspondence of American 
Missionary Association teacher, Rebecca Bacon. Topics include American Colonization 
Society, Amistad Africans, and the Hampton Institute. 
 
 
11. Bethune, Mary McLeod 
1923-1945 and n.d. 
1.2 ft. 
 
Mary McLeod Bethune was the founder of Bethune-Cookman College, a member of 
President F.D. Roosevelt's "Negro Cabinet," and the president of the National 
Association of Colored Women. The collection primarily consists of correspondence, 
diaries, writings, speeches, lists of contributions, articles, clippings, biographical news 
stories, and other materials. Of particular interest is a speech she wrote for her acceptance 
of the NAACP's Spingarn Medal in 1935. 

 

12. Bishop, Edward S. and Eva Louise Hunter 
ca. 1968-1982 
ca. 45 items 
 
Edward Bishop was executive director of the T.V.A. Planning Commission and an 
alderman of the city of Corinth, Mississippi. Eva Bishop was a Corinth elementary school 
principal and president of the Mississippi Federation of Colored Women's Clubs. This 
collection includes correspondence, minutes, press clippings, and other printed items. 

 

13. Brice, Carol Lovette 
1905-1986 and n.d. 
5.6 ft. 
 
Carol Brice Lovette was an opera singer and contralto recitalist, and the first American to 
win the Walter H. Naumberg Award. This collection includes correspondence, programs, 
reviews, publicity materials, photographs, and phonograph records. 

 

14. Bush, Ethel Boyd 
1957-1959 
0.2 ft. 



 
Yearbooks of Bush Elementary School, a private school in New Orleans. 

 

15. Cann, Reber Simpkins 
ca. 923-1985 
2.4 ft. 
 
Cann was a Cincinnati social worker and civic leader, and the national secretary and vice-
president of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority. The collection includes correspondence, notes, 
minutes, reports, and collected printed items. 

 

16. Cartwright, Marguerite 
ca. 1905-1984 and n.d. 
107.8 ft. 
 
Marguerite Cartwright was an actress, teacher, correspondent in the United Nations Press 
Corps, and a member of board of University of Nigeria at Nsukka. This voluminous 
collection consists principally of photographs, pamphlets, press clippings, and other 
collected items. A significant part of the collection is records of the University of Nigeria, 
which document the founding of the school and its early history. 

 

17. Catlett, Elizabeth 
1902-1984 and n.d. 
1.6 ft., and 1 box and 0.2 ft. 
 
Papers of Elizabeth Catlett (b. 1919) sculptor and graphic artist. She was one of the first 
African-American artists to gain recognition in the 1930s and 1940s. Includes 
correspondence and enclosures, collected printed items, motion picture films, and oral 
history recordings. Some unprocessed material. This is a rich resource for the study of 
twentieth century women artists. 

 

18. Chamberlain, Mary E. 
1848-1906 
0.4 ft. 
 
Mary E. Chamberlin was the daughter of a Congregational minister and music teacher at 
Oberlin Conservatory and Chicago Theological Seminary. She became a music teacher at 
Fisk University. Includes correspondence, pamphlets, photographs, and scrapbooks. 

 

19. Collins Family 
1889-1970 and n.d. 
3 ft. and 2 boxes 
 



Items are mostly about the Reverend Malachi C. Collins, a Mississippi Methodist cleric, 
teacher, and mortician; his wife, Mary Augusta Rayford Collins, the first black American 
librarian in the state; and his sister, Sophronia Ann Collins Easly, a lay church leader. 
This collection is about one-third correspondence. 

 

20. Committee on Civil Rights in Metropolitan New York 
1949-1966 
ca. 50,000 items 
 
Archives of this interracial, independent organization, which from 1949 until 1966, 
worked for the elimination of racial discrimination in Manhattan. Led by Edna Mercer 
and supported entirely by volunteers, many of them women, the Committee first worked 
to end racial discrimination in East Manhattan restaurants. Later, the group expanded to 
include all of metropolitan New York and concentrated its efforts on housing 
desegregation. 
 
 
 
Section III………..21. Congress to 30. DeSpelder  
21. Congregational Church Extension Boards 
1928-1936 
15,000 items 
 
This collection consists primarily of the Correspondence of the Boards, which were 
established in 1928 through the merger of the Congregational Home Missionary Society 
and the Congregational Sunday School Extension Society. 

 

22. Congregational Home Missionary Society 
1894-1928 
150,000 items 
 
Consists of correspondence of the Congregational Home Missionary Society, formerly 
the American Home Missionary Society. In 1928 it become part of the Congregational 
Church Extension Boards. 

 

23. Cook, Celestine Shannon Strode 
ca. 1931-1985 
9.2 ft., 1 box, 10 items 
 
Includes correspondence, photographs, a scrapbook, and other collected printed items of 
this New Orleans community leader. 

 



24. Cook, Jesse 
1943-1982 and n.d. 
.8 ft. 
 
The collection is composed primarily of correspondence about this New Orleans civic 
leader's activities in the Republican Party. 

 

25. Cooper, Ellis 
n.d. 
1 item 
 
Script of Tine Lee, a television play about Leontyne Price. 

 

26. Cooper, Ida Mae Roberson Cullen 
1928-1986 and n.d. 
2.4 ft. and 16 audiocassettes 
 
Principle topics are Ida Cooper and her first and second husbands, Countee Cullen, an 
author; and Robert Loeb Cooper, a New York social worker. Mrs. Cullen, later Cooper, 
was the co-owner of the Afro-Arts Bazaar, which sold imported jewelry and artifacts. She 
carried on her husband's interests in the publication of On These I Stand (1947). Includes 
correspondence, photographs, collected printed items, audiocassettes concerned with 
literary rights to Cullen's works, the Countee Cullen Foundation, and other business 
matters. 

 

27. Cottles, Alma 
ca. 1956-1971 
0.4 ft. 
 
Photostatic copies mostly about the children of this New Orleans woman. 

 

28. Cullen, Countee 
1921-1969 
8 ft. and 7 microfilm rolls 
 
Countee Cullen (1903-1946) was a lyric poet, playwright and novelist and a leading 
figure of the Harlem Renaissance. The collection consists of correspondence with Zora 
Neale Hurston, Sadie Alexander, Anna Alexander, Florence Adams Allen, Grace I. 
Alston, M. Margaret Anderson, Helen Keller, Helene Johnson, Dorothy Peterson, Leah 
Salisbury, Dorothy West, and many others. Also included are a fragmentary diary, 
writings, scrapbooks, teaching plan books, clippings, and other records. 

 



29. Dent, Albert Walter and Jessie Covington 
1908-1985 
6.8 ft. 
 
Albert W. Dent was Director of Flint-Goodridge Hospital in New Orleans (1932-1935), 
its business manager (1935-1941), and also President of the American Missionary 
Association's Dillard University (1941-1969). He was one of the founders of the United 
Negro College Fund and served on boards and as president of many national 
organizations in health, education, and race relations. He was a charter director of the 
Amistad Research Center. Mrs. Dent won four Julliard Foundation fellowships, and 
received an M.A. degree from Oberlin Conservatory of Music (1934). Her professional 
music career as a concert pianist spanned 1924-1951. She initiated the ongoing Ebony 
Fashion Show with Chicago publisher John Johnson (1957), and was the first recipient of 
the Amistad Fine Arts Award (1985). The collection includes correspondence, writings, 
reports, photographs, and collected printed items. The Center also holds some 
unprocessed material. 

 

30. DeSpelder, Nellie 
1895-1899 
1 item 
 
Photostatic copy from her tenure as an American Missionary Association teacher in the 
Daniel Hand Preparatory School of Straight University. 
 
 
31. Dillard to 40. Evans  
 
31. Dillard, Mabel M. 
1922-1979 
0.8 ft. 
 
Items generated by research for Jean Toomer, a book by Dillard and Brian J. Benson 
about this black American writer. 

 

32. Dobbs, John Wesley, Family 
1873-1985 
4.0 ft. and 1 box 
 
John Wesley Dobbs was the founder of the Georgia Voters League (1935) and the head 
of grand lodge of Prince Hall Freemasons (1932-1961). The collection also includes 
information about the opera singer Mattiwilda Dobbs Janzon and other family members. 
Includes correspondence, writings, photographs, and press clippings. 

 



33. Dodd Family 
1848-1868 and n.d. 
1 box 
 
This collection mostly contains material concerning the Reverend John Dodd, 
Presbyterian and American Missionary Association life member; and his daughter, Helen, 
an American Missionary Association teacher. Includes correspondence, photographs, and 
press clippings. 

 

34. Donaldson, Marceline 
ca. 1968-1986 
9.0 ft. 
 
Principle topics include Donaldson v. Pillsbury (an affirmative action case), feminism, 
women ministers, and the NAACP Legal Defense Fund. Contains correspondence, legal 
records, photographs, financial records, and collected printed items. 

 

35. Douglass, Ester W. 
1865-1917 and n.d. 
0.4 ft. 
 
Ester W. Douglas was an American Missionary Association teacher in the southeastern 
United States. The collection includes correspondence, an autobiography, a diary, poems, 
homilies, press clippings, and other collected items. 

 

36. Douglass, Harlan Paul 
1889-1953 
ca. 400 items 
 
Includes the papers of Paul Douglass, which reflect his many and varied roles as a leader 
of social and religious organizations. The collection also includes family histories written 
by his parents in 1913 to mark their 55th wedding anniversary. Here, Truman O. 
Douglass and Maria Greene Douglass reminisce about their respective families, with 
reference to western migration, the abolitionist crusade, the Civil War, and the 
development of Congregationalism in the West. 

 

37. Dunbar, Paul Lawrence 
1873-1942 
9 reels microform 
 
Correspondence, diaries and other writings, financial records, scrapbooks, and press 
clippings about the poet, his wife, Alice Dunbar-Nelson and his family. 

 



38. Edwards, Vera Clement 
1945-1976 
0.4 ft. 
 
Vera Clements was a teacher at the University of Cincinnati and a civic leader with a 
special interest in juvenile delinquency and intercultural education. She was very 
involved in the Children's International Summer Village and Jamboree, a project of 
Links. Includes her Ph.D. dissertation. 

 

39. Ellis, Vivian 
1968-1986 
1 box 
 
Vivian Ellis was a painter and U.S. Armed Forces nurse in West Germany. Collection 
includes brochures and posters for exhibitions of her art in Europe. 

 

40. Evans, Brenda, et al. V. Buchanan, Madeline, et al. 
1965-1983 
24 ft. 
 
Includes papers of and concerning a legal case that began in 1957 to eliminate de jure 
racial segregation in Delaware public schools. Includes correspondence, notes, financial 
records, and legal documents.  
 
 
41. Fleming to 50. Henderson  
 
41. Fleming, Richard 
1863-1865 
9 items 
 
Collected correspondence of Sarah E. Parsons Cardner, a teacher of the Freemen in New 
Orleans during the Civil War. 

 

42. Gates, Jeanette M. 
1924-1986 
ca. 35 items 
 
Jeanette Gates was an educator and writer. Materials about her activities at Fort Valley 
State College, Georgia and in New Orleans, and about her husband's campaign for a seat 
on the Portland, Oregon city council. 

 

43. Geddes, Joseph, Family 
1927-1953 



1 box 
 
Mostly books of school and baby memorabilia of this New Orleans family that was active 
in the mortuary and insurance fields. 

 

44. Goreau, Laurraine R. 
1957, 1977-1981 and n.d. 
0.4 ft. 
 
Includes libretto, piano scores, correspondence, and audiotapes about her folk opera, The 
Ballad of Catfoot Grimes. Also includes material relating to his biography of Mahalia 
Jackson. 

 

45. Griggs, Ethel Mae 
1967-1971 and n.d. 
13 items 
 
Griggs is a former nutritionist with the U.S. Public Health Service in Alaska. Mostly 
includes collected items about the Martin Luther King, Jr. Family. 

 

46. Grout, Ruth 
1893-1898 and n.d. 
3 items 
 
This collection consists of photostatic copies about her mother, Laura Marie Miller Gran, 
an American Missionary Association teacher who taught Appalachian whites in 
Tennessee and black Americans in Georgia. 

 

47. Hall, Gwendolyn Midlo 
1969 
5 boxes 
 
Includes the papers of the historian Gwendolyn Midlo Hall. Dr Hall is known for her 
work on African-American slavery, particularly in Louisiana. This collection contains 
correspondence and working papers, including notes, drafts, lectures, and a typescript of 
her book Slave Power: the Creoles of Louisiana. 

 

48. Hamer, Fannie Lou 
1962-1978 and n.d. 
16.4 ft., 1 box and 1 oversized item 
 
Fannie Lou Hamer was Field Secretary for the Student Non-Violent Coordinating 
Committee (SNCC), founder of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party, and helped to 



seat an integrated delegation to the Democratic National Convention. Includes 
correspondence, financial records, writings, and other collected items. 

 

49. Harvey, Claire Collins 
ca. 1937-1987 
27.2 ft. and 17 items 
 
This collection includes some items about her mortuary and insurance businesses, but is 
mostly about her church activities, including the World Conference of Christian Youth 
(1939), Womanpower Unlimited (1960s), the Mississippi Advisory Committee to the 
U.S. Civil Rights Committee (1964-1971), and the Church Women United (1971-1974). 

 

50. Henderson, Vivian 
1953-1961 
1.6 ft. 
 
Vivian Henderson was a Fisk University economics professor, an adjunct member of 
Race Relations Department, and president of Clark College. Includes writings on 
African-American employment. 
file://localhost/Users/Buffy/Downloads/amistad1-10.html 
 
 
51. Henle to 60. Jefferson  
 
51. Henle, Ellen and Marlene Merrill 
1980 
1 item 
 
On the Cutting Edge, typescript about antebellum college-educated black American 
missionaries and teachers. 

 

52. Heslip-Ruffin Family 
1833-1943 and n.d. 
1.2 ft. and 1 box 
 
The family was an antebellum free black family. Of special interest is correspondence 
from Frederick Douglass, William Lloyd Garrison, and Nancy Lewis Ruffin to her 
husband after she took their children to Massachusetts for a better education. 

 

53. Himes, Chester 
1944-1988 
20 ft., 2 oversized boxes, 1 shoebox 
 



Includes the papers of Chester Himes, American born 
expatriate novelist, short story writer, autobiographer and 
essayist who invented the African-American literary 
detective genre. The archive includes extensive 
correspondence with women, legal materials, medical 
records, manuscripts, reviews and personal papers. 

 

54. Hutton, Lucile Levy 
1850-1988 
8.4 ft., 1 oversize box, 1 shoebox 
 
Lucile Levy taught music in the New Orleans Public 
School system from 1916 until her retirement in 1962. 
She was also the author of This is a Grand Work: A 
History of the Central Congregational Church (United Church of Christ), New Orleans, 
Louisiana, 1871-1977. She received numerous awards for her civic, social and 
educational contributions to the community. Her papers include personal and family 
correspondence, material reflecting her professional life, and extensive church, civic and 
social activities. 

 

55. Jackson, Lillie May Carroll 
1957-1978 
1 box 
 
Jackson was a lecturer, a singer, president of Baltimore NAACP, founder of NAACP 
Maryland State Conference, and founder of Freedom House. Includes correspondence, 
press clippings and photostatic copies. 

 

56. Jackson, Mahalia 
1971 
1 item 
 
Photostatic copies of her last will and testament. 

 

57. Jackson, Marie Byrd Posten 
ca. 1966-1982 
4.2 ft., and 2 oversized items 
 
She was the wife of Theodore Posten and Alexander Louis Jackson, and a leader in Girl 
Friends. Collection includes correspondence, minutes, financial records, collected printed 
items, and a painting of Toussaint L'Ouverture by William Edouard Scott. 

 



58. Jamison, Anna Marie Hansen 
1919-1972 
0.4 ft. 
 
Jamison was an American Missionary Association teacher. Collection includes 
correspondence, notes, class rolls, and collected printed items. 

 

59. Jefferson, Louise 
ca.1930- 2000 
19.6 ft., 12 oversized boxes 
 
Unprocessed papers of the photographer, Louise Jefferson 

 

60. Jefferson, Lurline 
1938-1978 and n.d. 
0.4 ft. and 1 box 
 
Lurline Jefferson was active in New York and New Orleans senior citizens' and 
community groups. Includes correspondence, speeches, writings, minutes, and collected 
printed items. 
 
 
 61. Jessye to 70. Lincoln   
 
61. Jessye, Eva 
1936-1943, 1959, 1978-1982 
21 items 
 
Collection includes correspondence and collected printed items of this Kansas musician. 

 

62. Johnson, Helene 
1987 
1 item 
 
Oral history interview with Harlem Renaissance poet. Includes reminiscences with 
special emphasis on Countee Cullen. 

 

63. Johnson, Juanita Page 
1923-1928 
0.2 ft. 
 
Scrapbook of Juantia Johnson including photographs and collected printed items mostly 
about her school days in Chicago. 



 

64. Julius Rosenwald Fund 
1917-1948 
140,789 microfilm exposures and 50 microfilm reels 
 
Founded by Julius Rosenwald, this fund was chartered in 1917 
with an endowment of $20 million. It sought to equalize 
opportunities among Americans by supporting Negro education and health programs, 
fellowships for Negroes and white Southerners, and other activities. The archival 
collection includes records relating to the Fund's fellowships and scholarships, trustees, 
administration, and to the Rosenwald family; financial records; correspondence; 
publications; and studies. Correspondents include Eleanor Roosevelt, Edith Rosenwald 
Stern, Pearl S. Buck, Lillian Smith and others. There is also material regarding rural 
education and schoolhouses, teacher training at universities, social and research studies, 
and race relations projects. Many female scholars benefited from the Fund. 

 

65. Keller, Rosa Freeman 
1955-ca. 1977 and n.d. 
0.2 ft. 
 
Includes correspondence, legal records, autobiographical notes and drafts, and clippings 
of Rosa Keller (1911-2001), a New Orleans community activist. She was a leader of the 
movement to desegregating public libraries, was president of local Urban League, and 
played an active role in the campaign to desegregate Tulane University. 

 

66. Ladies Friends of Faith Benevolent Association, New Orleans, LA 
1914-1916 
1 item 
 
Minute book of the Association. This volume provides useful information on sick relief, 
death benefits, and payments to the society's pharmacist and physician. 

 

67. Lemann, Jane T. 
ca. 1950-1964 
1 ft. 
 
Mostly correspondence, reports, and collected printed items about race relations and 
desegregation in New Orleans. 

 

68. Lewis, Elsie 
ca. 1863-ca. 1975 and n.d. 
13.4 ft. and 2 boxes 
 



Elsie Lewis was a Fisk University graduate, historian, and long-time department head at 
Howard University. This collection includes correspondence, research notes, lectures, 
manuscripts and clippings. 

 

69. Lewis, Hylan Garnet 
1904-2000, n.d. 
278 linear feet 
 
Lewis Hylan Grant was a sociologist, educator and community activist. During his career 
he served on numerous review committees, and panels for government offices and private 
institutions. His papers include proposals and reports for hundreds of research projects 
that reflect the major concerns of sociologists and social scientists for over fifty years. 
The collection also includes correspondence, personal papers, papers relating to 
professional activities, consultant work, and research. Much of his work concerns women 
and the family. 

 

70. Lincoln Academy 
1915-1957 
50 items 
 
Includes records of the Academy, which was founded in 1888 in Kings Mountain, North 
Carolina, by Emily C. Prudden, a New England woman. For decades, it was the only 
institution in several counties to offer secondary education to Negroes. The records 
consist of correspondence, manuscripts, bulletins and pamphlets. 
 
71. Manggrum to 80. Merson 
 
71. Manggrum, Loretta Cessor 
1970-1983 and n.d. 
0.2 ft. 
 
Includes musical scores and audiocassettes of music by this Cincinnati pianist, as well as 
press clippings. 

 

72. Manno, Franci J. 
1844-1976 
0.4 ft. 
 
Includes mostly printed items about African Americans, Native Americans, anti-
colonialism in Africa, President Jimmy Carter, and Surinam. Includes items in Dutch and 
letters of a teenage girl during the Civil War. 

 



73. Marr Family 
ca. 1955-1987 
22.2 ft., 8 boxes and 1 package 
 
Principally includes papers of Warren Marr II, photographer, painter, director of 
American Missionary Association college centennials, editor of Crisis; and papers of his 
wife, Carmel Carrington Marr, and her involvement with the U.S. Mission to the UN, the 
New York Human Rights Appeal Board, and New York State Public Service 
Commissioner. Both were active in Friends of Amistad. Carmel Marr chaired the 
Amistad Research Center's Board for many years and was involved in its foundation. 
Contains correspondence, photographs, and collected printed items. 

 

74. Martinband, Charles 
1951-1974 
0.4 ft. 
 
Martinband was a Rabbi, director of the Southern Regional Council (1946-1971), and 
civil rights activist. Includes correspondence, sermons, his dissertation, a memoir by his 
wife, and collected printed items. 

 

75. Massaquoi-Fahnbulleh, Fatima 
1940 
1 item 
 
Photocopy of typescript autobiography of Dean Fatima Massaquoi-Fahnbulleh, daughter 
of Momolu IV, a Vai tribal chieftain and Liberian cabinet-level official. Written for a 
course at Fisk University taught by Charles S. Johnson. 

 

76. McClennan Family 
1880-1974 
1 box 
 
Includes correspondence, photographs, press clippings, and other items of this 
Charleston, South Carolina family. Special focus on Dr. Alonzo McClennan, a 
midshipman at Annapolis, who later founded a nurse training school. 

 

77. McCullough, Lel H. 
1864-1975 
0.2 ft. 
 
Mainly includes items about Louisiana history, including a research paper, Emerson 
Bentley: A Personal Crusade in Louisiana Reconstruction. 

 



78. McCullough, Margaret Callender 
1822-1975 
3.2 ft. 
 
McCullough was a teacher, author, civil rights activist, and founder of the Opportunity 
Foundation Corporation in Memphis. Includes correspondence, and autobiography, other 
writings, photographs, and printed items. 

 

79. Meek, Fannie Mae Lowe 
1915-1922, 1939-1956, 1966 and n.d. 
18 items 
 
Mostly about persons associated with the Tuskegee Institute in Alabama. 

 

80. Merson, Edna 
ca. 1958-1972 
0.4 ft. 
 
Edna Merson was the chairperson of the Committee on Civil Rights in Metropolitan New 
York. Includes correspondence, publications, and press clippings. 
 
 
81. Midlo to 90. Opportunity  
 
81. Midlo, Natalie 
1946-1971 and n.d. 
0.2 ft. 
 
Personal papers and collected items about desegregation in New Orleans. Includes 
sermons, questionnaires, and press clippings. 

 

82. Mills, Mary L. 
1962-1974 
6 items 
 
Material of and concerning Mary Mills, a nurse consultant active in Washington, D.C., 
West and Central Africa, Indochina, and Lebanon. 

 

83. Miss Black America Beauty Pageant 
1969 
1 item 
 



Scrapbook of memorabilia from the competition held in Asbury Park, New Jersey. 
Includes legal documents, press releases, press clippings, and photographs. 

 

84. Morial, Walter 
1795, 1817 
2 items 
 
Passport and certificate of tutorship for Celine, daughter of Adelaide Brunet, a free black 
San Domingan. 

 

85. Morton, Ruth A. 
1934-1950 
0.4 ft. 
 
Scrapbook of this director of community schools for the American Missionary 
Association. Contains notes, reports, pamphlets, photographs, and press clippings. 

 

86. National Barristers Wives, Inc. 
1953, 1965, 1975-1985 and n.d. 
0.2 ft. 
 
Contains a constitution, by-laws, photographs, invitations, programs, newsletters, press 
clippings, and other publications. 

 

87. Nelson, John P. 
1957-1974 
ca. 2,500 items 
 
Correspondence, speeches, financial records, minutes, court briefs, exhibits for plaintiffs 
and defendants, and other papers of John P. Nelson, including items relating to the suit he 
brought on behalf of Barbara Marie Guillory, Pearle Hardin Elloie, and other black 
students seeking admission to Tulane University. Among correspondents are Katherine 
Shelly Wright, who served as Nelson's associate on the Tulane suit, and Rosa Keller. 
Also includes a letter from Dorothy Mae Taylor, the first black woman elected to the 
Louisiana legislature. 

 

88. New Orleans Chapter of Links, Inc. 
ca. 1957-1984 and n.d. 
7.2 ft. and 1 box 
 
Archives include correspondence, minutes, photographs, scrapbooks, press clippings, and 
some information about Baton Rouge; Houston, Texas; and Jackson, Mississippi 
chapters. 



 

89. Oldham, Bettye Torrey 
1965-1986 
0.4 ft. 
 
Correspondence, notes, photographs, and press clippings about Cincinnati Union Baptist 
Church, Urban League, and Friends of Amistad. Also contains material on Ohio 
Governor's Committee on the Status of Women. 

 

90. Opportunity Foundation Corporation 
1962-1976 
1,500 items 
 
Includes the records of the organization, founded by Margaret Callender McCulloch. The 
Corporation worked to help residents of Memphis and Shelby County, Tennessee to 
further their education and to alleviate discrimination by health, education and welfare 
agencies. Documents include bylaws, minutes, accounts and financial statements, 
correspondence, scholastic and testing records, photographs, and clippings. 
 
91. Pacifica to 100. Rogers  
 
91. Pacifica Radio Archive 
1986 
10 items 
 
Consists of audiocassettes on black Americans, including Fannie Lou Hamer. Includes a 
transcript of a 1955 interview with Rosa Park, concerning her campaign against 
segregation on buses. 

 

92. Payton, Georgia W. 
1981-1986 
0.2 ft. 
 
Unpublished novels of this New Orleanian. 

 

93. Perry, Hattie McDaniel 
1894-1976 and n.d. 
1.2 ft. and 1 box 
 
Perry was Secretary to all directors of the Race Relations Department within the 
American Missionary Association and Amistad. Includes correspondence, photographs, 
financial records, and collected items. 

 



94. Pinkard, Ophelia B. Taylor 
1921-1984 
0.8 ft. 
 
Pinkard was a Talladega College graduate and archivist of Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Washington, D.C. Includes scrapbooks about Talladega, church records, and 
church publications. 

 

95. Powell, Isabel Washington 
1929-1981 and n.d. 
0.4 ft. 
 
Includes scrapbook, correspondence, photographs, press clippings, and other items about 
the acting career of the first wife of Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. 

 

96. Proctor, Henry Hugh and Adeline L. Davis 
1881-1971 and n.d. 
2.8 ft. and 1 box 
 
Both were children of slaves. Henry Proctor was an author and an Atlanta Congregational 
pastor who developed social services for his congregation. Includes correspondence, 
financial records, sermons, photographs, and press clippings. 

 

97. Reed, Lula B. 
1963-1986 
0.2 ft. 
 
Reed was a graduate of LeMoyne College who taught in Memphis and Chicago. Includes 
writings, news clippings, and two oral history recordings. 

 

98. Reilly, Wayne E. and Foster, Sarah Jane 
1866-1868 
3 items 
 
Photostatic copies of letters by Foster, who was a missionary teacher among ex-slaves in 
Virginia and South Carolina. 

 

99. Richardson, Mary L. 
1917-1983 and n.d. 
0.8 ft. 
 
Richardson was a New York City clothing designer. The collection principally includes 
correspondence (including collected correspondence of Ira F. Lewis from when he was 



president of the Pittsburg Courier), photographs, fashion illustrations, and press clippings 
(with an unpublished manuscript by Alex Haley). 

 

100. Rogers, Elizabeth Schlosser Cousins 
1969-1985 and n.d. 
60 items 
 
Mostly photostatic copies of printed items concerning civil rights and the labor 
movement in New Orleans. 
 
 
101. Rogers to 110. Sisters 
 
101. Rogers, Kim Lacy and Stevens, Glenda 
1979 
1.2 ft. and 90 audiocassettes 
 
Interviews with 42 people active in desegregation and voter registration (1940s-1970s) in 
New Orleans. The interviewees represent the Congress of Racial Equality, New Orleans 
Citizens' Council, NAACP, Save Our Schools, Urban League, Roman Catholic Church, 
and other organizations. Some restrictions apply when using this collection. 

 

102. Rose, Marian Elizabeth Harney 
1972-1982 and n.d. 
21 items 
 
Rose was an Elyria, Ohio nurse. Collection includes photostatic copies of correspondence 
and honors. 

 

103. Rouss, Cecelia A. Barnett 
1874-1875, 1897-1908, 1928-1931, and n.d. 
6 items 
 
Mostly family history memorabilia, including items about Ida B. Wells-Barnett. 

 

104. Saint Louis School of Holy Redeemer Parish, New Orleans, LA 
ca. 1916, 1921, ca.1949, 1976 
4 oversized items 
 
Includes records of the school, which was founded as Institution Catholique des 
Orphelins Indigents by bequest of Marie C. Couvent. Principally consists of histories of 
this elite institution among antebellum free people of color and their descendants. It is 
now Bishop Percy Middle School. 

 



105. Saint Mark's Community Center, Ethnic Heritage Project 
ca. 1977-1980 
12.8 ft. and 2 oversized items 
 
Consists mostly of oral history audio and video recordings with elderly residents of 
Treme, a New Orleans Creole neighborhood. Includes a typescript of an unpublished 
book and a two-part video documentary derived from oral history interviews. 

 

106. Save Our Schools, Inc., New Orleans, LA 
1957-1963 
1.2 ft. 
 
Save Our Schools was founded in 1960 to preserve free public schools in face of "white 
flight" and to provide financial assistance to families suffering as a result of decisions to 
remain in desegregated schools. Records include correspondence, newsletters, reports, 
minutes, legal briefs, and press clippings. 

 

107. Schumacher, Frederick Theodore and Winifred 
1964-1984 
1 ft. 
 
Minister and his wife. Principally collected items about civil rights and race relations in 
Ohio, Louisiana, and Mississippi. 

 

108. Scott, Margaret Helen 
1866-1987 and n.d. 
1 oversized box 
 
Scott was a teacher at American Missionary Association Lincoln Normal School in 
Marion, Alabama. Contains correspondence; her history of early Richland County, 
Wisconsin; an autobiography; press clippings; and other collected items. 

 

109. Shadd Family 
1839-1906, 1957-1974 and n.d. 
5 items and 1 reel microfilm 
 
Principally includes papers of and concerning Mary Ann Shadd Cary, American 
Missionary Association missionary in Canada and editor of The Provincial Freeman. 
Includes printed items and microfilm of diaries, a ledger, photographs, and other family 
items. 

 

110. Sisters of the Holy Family 
1892-1987 and n.d. 



10 items 
 
Records of one of only three orders of Black American Catholic nuns. Mostly 
commemorative publications; also includes a history of the order and a biography of the 
founder, Henriette Delille. 
 
111. Smythe to 120. Voorhees  
 
111. Smythe, Mabel M. 
ca. 1976 
1.2 ft. 
 
Typescript of The Black American Reference Book. 

 

112. Spotts, Marian Hamilton 
ca. 1939-1962 
4 oversized boxes 
 
Mostly consists of correspondence, writings, photographs, and printed items about black 
women's clubs in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

 

113. Stanley, J. Taylor and Kathryn Turrentine 
ca. 1925-1984 
13 ft., 1 package, and 3 oversized items 
 
Rev J. Taylor Stanley and his wife, Kathryn, devoted over sixty years to the black 
congregational churches in the South. J. Taylor Stanley's career drew on his abilities as a 
religious leader, administrator, author and lecturer. He served as an Associate 
Superintendent of black churches in the Southern Region of the Congregational Christian 
Church and later the United Church of Christ. During his career he served on several 
United Church boards, councils and commissions. Kathryn Stanley was the first black 
woman to serve in 1924 as Summer Service Worker for the American Missionary Society 
and was the first black extension worker commissioned by the Congregational Church. 
Her career included teaching, religious education, administration of the Church's 
women's Fellowship, and pastoral and regional duties. The papers include 
correspondence, administrative records and printed material relating to the development 
of the Southern Black Congregational and Christian churches in the twentieth century. 

 

114. Staupers, Mabel Keaton 
1930-1977 and n.d. 
0.4 ft. 
 
Staupers was a founder of Booker T. Washington Sanitarium in Harlem, organizer of 
Harlem Tuberculosis and Health Association, first executive secretary of National 



Association of Colored Graduate Nurses (1934-1946), leader in racial integration of 
American Nurses Association (1951), and winner of Springarn Medal. Collection 
includes correspondence, speeches, photographs, and press clippings. 

 

115. Sterling, Dorothy 
ca. 1795-1968 
7.4 ft. and 4 oversized boxes 
 
Sterling was the author of books on black American history, including The Trouble They 
Seen. Materials, including photographs, were collected in the course of her research. 

 

116. Summers, Lucy Cooper 
1976-1986 
16 items 
 
Mostly items about Amistad House in Hartford, Connecticut. Includes press clippings, 
press releases, and photographs. 

 

117. Terrio, Shirley C. 
1913, 1923, 1981 
5 items 
 
Contains information about black Americans on the German Coast of the Mississippi 
River in Louisiana. 

 

118. Tureaud, Alexander P. 
1799-1974 
ca. 31 ft. 
 
Contains correspondence, reports, financial records, biographical sketches, news releases, 
photographs, clippings, and other papers of Tureaud, a New Orleans civil rights lawyer. 
The range and extent of his papers reflect his active and varied life and include material 
on the Knights of Peter Claver, the National Association for Colored People and the 
Louisiana Educational Association. Correspondents include Constance Baker Motley, a 
U.S. district judge in New York state; and letters that span the years 1948 to 1966 and 
pertain primarily to civil rights cases on which Motley and Tureaud collaborated. 

 

119. Valien, Preston and Bonita 
ca. 1947-1958 
34.8 ft. 
 
Adjunct members of Race Relations Department within the American Missionary 
Association. Bonita Valien also worked with the Race Relations Information Center. 



Includes correspondence, writings, and articles by other people in Fisk University Social 
Science Department. Also includes notes on the Montgomery Bus Boycott. 

 

120. Voorhees, Lillian Welch 
1892-73 
20 ft., 1 oversized box, and 1 package 
 
Includes the papers of Lilian Welch Voorhees, educator, author and champion of human 
and civil rights for African-Americans. She was Professor of Speech and Drama at Fisk 
University. Contains correspondence, an autobiography, poems, plays, and press 
clippings. 
 
121. Waddy to 129. Young 
 
121. Waddy, Ruth G. 
ca. 1926-1985 
4 ft. 
 
Waddy was an artist and writer on black American art. Correspondence, exhibition 
catalogues, and biographical material. 

 

122. Washington, Fredi 
1925-1979 and n.d. 
0.8 ft. and 1 oversized box 
 
Washington was an actress, dancer, and newspaper columnist. Includes correspondence, 
photographs, press clippings, and other printed items. Subjects include Imitation of Life 
and Shuffle Along. 

 

123. Weeden, Howard (Maria Howard) 
n.d. 
6 items 
 
Prints by Huntsville, Alabama artist and writer on black Americans, some of them former 
slaves, around the turn of the century. 

 

124. Williams, Camilla 
1944-1975 and n.d. 
1.2 ft. 
 
Williams was a lyric soprano and the first black American woman to hold a regular 
position with a leading U.S. opera company. Includes correspondence, photographs, 
music scores, programs, and other collected printed items. 

 



 
125. Williams, Fannie C. 
1883-1980, n.d. 
0.8 ft. 
 
Fannie Williams was a graduate of Straight University 
and University of Michigan, and principal of Valena C. 
Jones School (1921-1954), a public school that set new 
standards for education among African Americans in New 
Orleans. Collection includes correspondence, printed 
items and photographs. Many of the photographs relate to the Negro of Clairborne branch 
of the YWCA in New Orleans, of which she was first President. 

 

126. Wynn, Lillian Robinson 
1957, 1973-1982 
0.4 ft. 
 
Methodist minister. Includes correspondence, biographical data, photographs, and 
collected printed items. 

 

127. Yepez, Dorothy E. Robinson 
1952-ca. 1980 
46 ft., 9 oversized boxes, 1 package, 4 oversized items 
 
Art gallery owner and artist. Voluminous collected materials about Robinson's gallery 
and her philanthropic activities during World War II. 

 

128. Yes M'am 
1979-1981 
7.6 ft. and 5 oversized items 
 
Raw data for the American Film Festival award-winning documentary about black 
household workers in New Orleans. Includes motion picture film and sound recordings. 

 

129. Young, Daisy 
ca. 1951-ca. 1977 and n.d. 
2 oversized boxes and 1 oversized item 
 
Papers of Daisy Young, mother of Andrew Young, mayor of Atlanta and former 
Ambassador to the UN. Most materials relate to her son. 



 


